A t the beginning of the school year, a new g ?.’

student came into our clas$ie didn’t ‘
perform well, even with all the help the «€ —)
teachers gave him. And he had a really hard T

time becoming part of a group.

During a class assembly, he kept pushing me. |

got very annoyed with this and told him ‘
several times to stop, but he kept doing it. I

So | put out my arm to push him away, wit -I >
the intention of defending myself, but
without thinking, | ended up hitting him in L ¢ T >
the face. This guy immediatley hit me back!

My glasses flew off my face and fell on the

ground. ‘

Anyone else would have probably started a
boxing match with him, but | wanted to try to
stay calm. The whole class was watching and
waiting to see how | would respond said

something to him,
but didn’t st?nt a
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—

FORGIVENESS

L ——

T

fight.

When the teacher came into the classroom, she asked
what was going on and then she told me: «You can
report him to the principal and ask that he pay for
your glasses.she handed me a pen and paper, but
then she added: «You better think well about what
y Ou' r e «That’stmegp Ithought.« | * m i n
position of getting a fellow student suspended!»

I saw that everyone in the class had their eyes on me,
but not like | was the guilty one, even though | was
partially guilty for what had happened.

I realized that | would have the support of the class no
matter what | decided to do.

That’s when the Word of Life came to my mind, and
also the way of life | was trying to practice with some
friends. So | made up my mind. | wanted that

classmate to feel that he is loved.

| thanked the teacher but told her | had no intention of
reporting him. | went back to my desk, cleaned my
glasses and tried to straighten them out. | managed!
I really felt good about that!

During the break, everyone came to ask me how | was,
but I felt inside that it was time for me to take a step.

| went up to that guy and said, «I’'m sorry for what
happened!» | expected him to answer me badly, but

he just said, «Oh, these things happen. Forget about
it.» A little later, as | was enjoying a snack with my
friends, | heard someone say my name. | turned

around and it was that guy. Believe it or not, he told
me«l|l ' m sorry, too! »
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From @ommentatyyChiara Lubich Adaptetdy the Gen 3 Center

«FORGIVE YOUR NEIGHBOR
THE WRONG DONE TO YOU,
AND THEN YOUR SINS WILL BE
PARDONED WHEN YOU PRAY .»

GOD FORGIVBSCAUSE,
LIKE EVERY FATHER AND
MOTHER, HE LOVES HIS
CHILDREN, AND SO HE
ALWAYS FORGIVES THEM.
HE PUTS HIS TRUST IN
THEM AND ENCOURAGES
THEM, WITHOUT EVER
GIVING UP ON THEM.

I WILL FILL IN A LEN’S« ;
EVERY TIME | FORGIVE SOMEONE. .

FOR GOD IT’S NOT ENOUGH THAT
WE LOVE AND FORGIVE HIS AND FORGIVES US I
CHILDREN. HIS GREATEST DESIRI
THAT THEY TREAT ONE ANOTH WE FORGIVE OTHERS.
AS BROTHERS AND SIST&ERS,
ALONG WITH EACH OTHER AND - .
LOVE ONE ANOTHER. TO MAKE THG 7 -
WHOLE WORLD ONE FAMILY

[ 3

THAT'S THE WNDERFU
GOD FOR HUMANITY. 4

IT TAKES REAL COURAGE TO
FORGI VE OTHERS.
BECAUSE THERE' S ¢
FOR OURSELVES.

GOD LISTENS TO US
AND FORGIVES US |

TRY
{ PERSO
ESV MY
HOOL,
RIENDS,

O OVERLOOK

WHAT | DON’T LIKE IN
THEIR BEHAVIOR, NEVER
JUDGING THE
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